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Mid Term

For your “mid term paper”, please construct a Concept map. This map
should reflect your exposure to and thoughtful consideration of a set of
issues or ideas that we have covered in the first half of the semester.
Like the map you are building in studio this map should represent a
comprehensive exploration of concepts as they occur (to you) in
linked/chained relationships and in some kind of hierarchical order
relative to one another. Please look at the map as a functional exercise,
that is choose ideas that already challenge you. That said, try to choose
things that pique your curiosity and are substantive enough for a
thorough study. For a reference on concept mapping method, please
use Joseph Novak’s Learning How to Learn (floating?) or his How To
Build a Concept Map, an E-book available through the library website
(excerpted below).

Added Feature
The map, i.e. the physical object you hand in, must be reflexive in some
way. It must, through some graphical and/or material means make
reference to itself, in addition to referring to concepts understood to
reside beyond the map.

Format
Plotter printout (or other format if you want). 24x36 inches, portrait or
landscape orientation.

Schedule
Idea to be mapped (email): F 8 feb, 5pm
rough draft of map (email, pdf): W 20 feb, 5 pm
final hand in (paper): F 29 feb, in seminar

Reference
Source:
How To Build a Concept Map (from Learning, Creating, and Using
Knowledge: Concept Maps as Facilitative Tools in Schools and
Corporations by Joseph D. Novak

1. Identify a focus question that addresses the problem, issues, or knowledge domain
you wish to map. Guided by this question, identify 10 to 20 concepts that are
pertinent to the question and list these. Some people find it helpful to write the
concept labels on separate cards or Post-its so that they can be moved around. If you
work with computer software for mapping, produce a list of concepts on your
computer. Concept labels should be a single word, or at most two or three words. 

2. Rank order the concepts by placing the broadest and most inclusive idea at the top
of the map. It is sometimes difficult to identify the broadest, most inclusive concept. It



is helpful to reflect on your focus question to help decide the ranking of the concepts.
Sometimes this process leads to modification of the focus question or writing a new
focus question. (over)

3. Work down the list and add more concepts as needed.

4. Begin to build your map by placing the most inclusive, most general concept(s) at
the top. Usually there will be only one, two, or three most general concepts at the top
of the map. 

5. Next select the two, three, or four subconcepts to place under each general
concept. Avoid placing more than three or four concepts under any other concept. If
there seem to be six or eight concepts that belong under a major concept or
subconcept, it is usually possible to identify some appropriate concept of
intermediate inclusiveness, thus creating another level of hierarchy in your map. 

6. Connect the concepts by lines. Label the lines with one or a few linking words. The
linking words should define the relationship between the two concepts so that it reads
as a valid statement or proposition. The connection creates meaning. When you
hierarchically link together a large number of related ideas, you can see the structure
of meaning for a given subject domain.

7. Rework the structure of your map, which may include adding, subtracting, or
changing subordinate concepts. You may need to do this reworking several times, and
in fact this process can go on indefinitely as you gain new knowledge or new insights.
This is where Post-its are helpful, or better still, computer software for creating maps.


